
Date of Meeting: July 20, 2017 

 

#11a 
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BUSINESS MEETING 

ACTION ITEM 

 

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE COMMITTEE 

REPORT: ZOAM-2016-0005, Temporary/Political Signs 

 

ELECTION DISTRICT: Countywide 

 

CRITICAL ACTION DATE: At the pleasure of the Board 

 

STAFF CONTACTS: Michelle Lohr, Deputy Zoning Administrator, 

Planning and Zoning 

 Ricky Barker, AICP, Director, Planning and Zoning 

 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this Zoning Ordinance Amendment (ZOAM) is to amend Section 5-

1200 of the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance (Zoning Ordinance) to achieve 

consistency in regulations pertaining to temporary signs, which include political signs. This 

ZOAM responds to a United States (US) Supreme Court decision and a Virginia Attorney 

General’s opinion regarding the local regulation of temporary signs. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Transportation and Land Use Committee: On June 16, 2017, the Transportation and Land Use 

Committee (TLUC) forwarded (5-0) ZOAM-2016-0005 to the Board of Supervisors (Board) with 

the following amendments as provided in Attachment 1 (refer to Attachment 1 and Draft 

Motion 2): 

 

1. Consolidate “Temporary Signs, On-Site”; “Temporary Signs, Off-Site”; “Temporary 

Construction Signs”; “Real Estate – Temporary Open House – Off-Site”; and 

“Directional Signs, Off-Site” into one type of sign: Temporary Sign. 

2. Permit all parcels within the County to display an unlimited number of Temporary 

Signs. 

3. Establish a maximum size of 32 square feet for individual Temporary Signs. 

4. Allow a 120-day permit period within a 12 month period. 

5. Require signs to be installed safely and impose penalties for improperly secured signs. 

 

Planning Commission: On July 26, 2016, the Planning Commission (Commission) forwarded (7-

1-1: Scheel opposed; Lloyd absent) ZOAM-2016-0005 to the Board with a recommendation of 

approval including the following recommendations: 1) Limit the size of on-site temporary signs to 
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a maximum of 12 square feet; and 2) Limit the size of off-site temporary signs to a maximum of 8 

square feet. 

 

Staff: Staff supports the Board’s approval of ZOAM-2016-0005 as provided in Attachment 2, 

which includes (refer to Attachment 2 and Draft Motion 1): 

 

1. Consolidating the on-site and off-site temporary sign categories into one type of 

temporary sign with two tiers of requirements: Tier 1 includes signs that are 4 square 

feet or less, and Tier 2 includes signs that are between 4 square feet and 32 square feet. 

2. Allowing all parcels to display eight Tier 1 signs for 180 days within a 12 month period. 

3. In addition to the Tier 1 signs, allowing parcels that are less than three acres to display 

two Tier 2 signs for 90 days within a 12 month period and with a maximum aggregate 

of 32 square feet per parcel. 

4. Allowing parcels that are three acres or greater to display three Tier 2 signs with a 

maximum aggregate of 96 square feet per parcel.  

 

 

BACKGROUND: ZOAM-2016-0005 is intended to revise the regulations governing temporary 

signs so they are consistent and content neutral (i.e., not regulating what is shown on the sign). 

This proposed amendment is in response to a US Supreme Court decision and a Virginia Attorney 

General’s opinion regarding the local regulation of temporary signs. The Zoning Ordinance’s 

current regulations in regard to temporary signs do not comply with either the Supreme Court 

decision or the Virginia Attorney General’s opinion. 

 

The Town of Gilbert, Arizona, adopted an ordinance that placed more stringent restrictions on 

certain temporary signs than upon others based on their content. In Reed v. Town of Gilbert, 135 

S. Ct. 2218 (2015), the US Supreme Court found that temporary signs cannot be regulated 

differently than other similar temporary signs based on the content of the sign. Further, a June 

2012 Virginia Attorney General’s opinion stated that “any zoning ordinance that places heavier 

burdens or greater restrictions on temporary political signs than are placed on any other 

classification of temporary sign is pre-empted by state law, thereby rendering any such ordinance 

invalid.” Based on the Virginia Attorney General’s opinion, the County has stayed enforcement 

of temporary political signs that are in violation of the Zoning Ordinance’s sign requirements. 

Although enforcement actions with respect to such signs has been stayed, the County can only 

issue sign permits for signs that meet current Zoning Ordinance regulations. 

 

On April 5, 2016 the Board adopted (9-0) a Resolution of Intent to Amend the Zoning Ordinance 

regarding Temporary Signs. 

 

The Commission held a public hearing on ZOAM-2016-0005 on June 28, 2016. No members of 

the public spoke. The Commission forwarded (7-1-1: Douglas opposed; Blackburn absent) 

ZOAM-2016-0005 to a work session to discuss the following: 1) whether the proposed reduction 

in the size of “Temporary Construction Signs” from 20 square feet to eight square feet could cause 

a safety issue for contractors attempting to locate a construction site; and 2) whether “Real Estate 
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Signs” should also be considered temporary signs and regulated consistently with other temporary 

signs. 

 

At the July 26, 2016 Commission work session, staff recommended that the size of all on-site 

temporary signs be increased from 8 square feet to 12 square feet to address concerns regarding 

the proposed reduction in the size of Temporary Construction signs. Staff also clarified that all 

“Real Estate Signs” should be considered temporary signs and recommended a future ZOAM to 

address Real Estate Signs. The Commission forwarded (7-1-1: Scheel opposed; Lloyd absent) the 

ZOAM as amended to the Board with a recommendation of approval. 

The Board held a public hearing on September 14, 2016. No members of the public spoke. Board 

members discussed whether the proposed sizes of on-site and off-site temporary signs are 

appropriate and whether political signs should be exempted from the sign regulations. The Board 

forwarded (9-0) the ZOAM to the October 14, 2016 TLUC meeting for further discussion. 

At the October 14, 2016 TLUC meeting, TLUC recommended (5-0) approval of ZOAM-2016-

0005 to the Board with a 20 square-foot maximum size for all on-site and off-site temporary signs 

and an exemption for political signs. Further, TLUC asked staff to determine if ZOAM-2016-0005 

was advertised in a manner that would allow the Board to approve all temporary signs at a 

maximum size of 32 square feet. 

Upon further review and consultation with other staff, including the County Attorney’s Office, 

staff determined that temporary political signs cannot be treated differently from other temporary 

signs based on content and, therefore, cannot be exempted from the sign regulations as 

recommended by TLUC. Staff recommended that the Board direct staff to advertise the 

amendment for a new Board public hearing to allow consideration of a maximum sign size beyond 

20 square feet, as this was the maximum size discussed throughout the public process prior to the 

TLUC meeting. 

At the Board Business Meeting on December 6, 2016, the Board directed (9-0) staff to schedule 

and advertise a new Board of Supervisors Public Hearing for ZOAM-2016-0005 to consider 

increasing the maximum size of “Temporary Signs, Off-Site” and “Temporary Signs, On-Site” to 

32 square feet. 

The Board held a second Public Hearing on March 15, 2017. No members of the public spoke. 

The revised draft language included a maximum size of 32 square feet for both on-site and off-site 

temporary signs and addressed the number of signs permitted on a lot and the timing of removal 

of temporary signs. The Board forwarded (6-0-3: Letourneau, Meyer, and Saines absent) the 

ZOAM to TLUC for further discussion of the maximum size of temporary signs, the maximum 

number of temporary signs, the timing for removal of temporary signs, and verbiage to ensure safe 

installation of large temporary signs. 

At the June 16, 2017 TLUC meeting, TLUC directed staff to draft a Zoning Ordinance Amendment 

to regulate temporary signs that: (1) restricts the permit period to 120 days, (2) establishes a 

maximum size of 32 square feet, (3) places no limit on the number of temporary signs, (4) provides 
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safety provisions to include that signs are properly secured and not permitted in the line of sight 

of roads, (5) includes penalties for unsecure signs, and (6) requires signs to be located outside of 

the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) right-of-way. Further, TLUC requested staff 

to clarify that only one permit is required for multiple signs per type and that sign fees are per 

permit for the type of sign and not the number of signs. TLUC forwarded (5-0) ZOAM-2016-0005 

to a future Board meeting for action. 

TLUC’s draft recommended text is included as Attachment 1. Staff’s draft recommended text is 

included as Attachment 2. A table that identifies and compares the current regulations and TLUC’s 

proposed recommended changes is included as Attachment 3. 

 

ISSUES: The major consideration in proposing new regulations for temporary signs is the 

understanding that all temporary signs must be regulated consistently and in a content neutral 

manner. Staff has interpreted this to mean that the County cannot exempt any one type of 

temporary sign, such as political signs, thus both TLUC and staff’s proposed regulations would 

apply to all types of temporary signs. 

 

It is important to note that the Zoning Ordinance regulations only apply to signs located on private 

property and that temporary signs can only be located on private property with owner permission. 

Additionally, there may be private regulations that restrict the placement of temporary signs, such 

as Homeowners’ Association covenants. VDOT has prohibited the placement of signs located 

within its rights-of-way, and the County has entered into an agreement with VDOT to assist with 

the removal of signs that are placed within VDOT rights-of-way. 

 

TLUC recommends consolidating the following sign types into the Temporary Signs category: 

“Temporary signs, On-site,” “Temporary signs, Off-site,” “Temporary Construction Signs,” “Real 

Estate – Temporary Open House – Off-Site,” and “Directional Signs, Off-Site.” Staff recommends 

consolidating the “Temporary signs, On-site” and the “Temporary signs, Off-site” sign types and 

developing regulations based on a tier system.  The “Temporary Construction Signs” and “Real 

Estate – Temporary Open House – Off-Site” sign types are proposed to remain, with regulations 

similar to those in the tier system. 

 

Staff seeks the Board’s direction on the two following issues because TLUC and staff have 

different recommendations. 

 

1. Appropriate Size and Number of “Temporary Signs, On-Site”; “Temporary Signs, Off-

Site”; “Temporary Construction Signs”; and “Real Estate – Temporary Open House – 

Off-Site” Signs 

 

As shown in Table 1, TLUC and staff have different recommendations regarding the maximum 

size of individual signs, the total aggregate sign area, and the maximum number of signs. 

Table 1 provides a comparison of the existing Temporary Sign Regulations, TLUC’s 

recommended amendments, and staff’s recommended amendments. 
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Table 1 

Temporary Signs – Comparison of Existing Regulations, TLUC’s Proposed Regulations, 

and Staff’s Proposed Regulations 

 Sign Type 

Temporary 

Signs 

On-Site 

Temporary 

Signs 

Off-Site 

Temporary 

Construction 

Signs 

Real Estate-

Temporary 

Open House–

Off-Site 

 

 

 

 

Total 

Aggregate 

Sign Area 

Existing 

Regulations 
4 SF N/A 

20 SF 

Commercial; 

10 SF 

Residential 

N/A 

TLUC Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited  

 

 

 

Staff  

Tier 1:  

32 SF 
 

Tier 2: 

< 3 acres: 32 

SF 
 

> 3 acres: 96 

SF 

Tier 1:  

32 SF 
 

Tier 2: 

< 3 acres:  

32 SF 
 

> 3 acres: 

 96 SF 

Tier 1:  

32 SF 
 

Tier 2: 

< 3 acres:  

32 SF 
 

> 3 acres: 96 

SF 

Tier 1:  

32 SF 
 

Tier 2: 

< 3 acres:  

32 SF 
 

> 3 acres:  

96 SF 

 

 

Maximum 

Area of Any 

One Sign 

Existing 

Regulations 
4 SF 4 SF 

20 SF 

Commercial; 

10 SF 

Residential  

4 SF 

TLUC  32 SF 32 SF 32 SF 32 SF 

 

 

Staff  

Tier 1:  

4 SF 
 

Tier 2:  

32 SF 

Tier 1:  

4 SF 
 

Tier 2:  

32 SF 

Tier 1:  

4 SF 
 

Tier 2:  

32 SF 

Tier 1:  

4 SF 
 

Tier 2:  

32 SF 

 

 

 

 

Maximum 

Number 

of Signs 

Existing 

Regulations 

 

1 

Reasonable 

number as 

determined 

by Zoning 

Admin. 

1/contractor 

per job site 
4/property 

TLUC  Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited 

 

Staff  

Tier 1: 8  
 

Tier 2:  

< 3 acres: 2  

> 3 acres: 3 

Tier 1: 8  
 

Tier 2:  

< 3 acres: 2 

> 3 acres: 3 

Tier 1: 8  
 

Tier 2:  

< 3 acres: 2  

> 3 acres: 3 

Tier 1: 8  
 

Tier 2:  

< 3 acres: 2  

> 3 acres: 3 
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TLUC’s Recommendation – TLUC recommends the proposed draft text that is summarized 

below (refer to Attachment 1 and Draft Motion 2): 

 

 Increase the maximum size for all Temporary Signs to 32 square feet from the 

following: 

o 4 square feet for “Temporary Signs, On-Site”; “Temporary Signs, Off-Site”; 

“Directional Signs, Off-Site”; and “Real Estate – Temporary Open House – Off-

Site” 

o 10 square feet for “Temporary Construction Signs” (residential)  

o 20 square feet for “Temporary Construction Signs” (commercial)  

 

 Permit an unlimited number of Temporary Signs and an unlimited total aggregate sign 

area. 

 

Staff’s Recommendation – Staff has concerns about the unintended consequences of TLUC’s 

recommendation to permit an unlimited number of Temporary Signs and an unlimited total 

aggregate sign area. The ability for every property in the County to erect an unlimited number 

of 32 square foot signs has the potential for a significant increase in the number of signs which 

may result in aesthetic and safety consequences. 

 

As an alternative, staff proposes to replace on-site temporary signs and off-site temporary signs 

with a tier system that regulates the size of any on-site or off-site temporary sign, the maximum 

aggregate sign area of temporary signs on a parcel, and the total number of temporary signs 

permitted on a parcel at any one time. Staff’s proposed tier system is summarized as follows 

(refer to Attachment 2 and Draft Motion 1): 

 

Tier 1 Temporary Signs: 

 Maximum size: 4 square feet for any one sign  

 Maximum aggregate sign area: 32 square feet per property 

 Maximum number: 8 signs of 4 square feet or less 

 

Tier 2 Temporary Signs: 

 Size: Minimum 4 square feet; Maximum 32 square feet 

 Maximum aggregate sign area: < 3 acres: 32 square feet; > 3 acres: 96 square feet 

 Maximum number: < 3 acres: 2; > 3 acres: 3 

 

A parcel could have both Tier 1 and Tier 2 Temporary Signs. As an example, staff’s 

recommended tier system would allow all parcels to display the following combinations of the 

number and sizes of temporary signs at any one time: eight Tier 1 signs at 4 square feet each, 

and either one Tier 2 temporary sign at 32 square feet or two Tier 2 temporary signs at 16 

square feet. Similarly a parcel of three (3) acres and larger with a maximum aggregate sign 

area of 96 square feet could contain the following temporary signs at any one time and per 

year: eight Tier 1 signs at 4 square feet each and either three Tier 2 temporary signs at 32 
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square feet or three Tier 2 signs of 16 square feet or one Tier 2 sign of 32 square feet and two 

Tier 2 signs of 16 square feet. Many other combinations of differently sized signs could be 

achieved with this proposal. 

 

Staff’s recommended tier system is intended to allow for increased flexibility and would 

address the realtors’ concern by allowing more open house signs on a single property than the 

maximum of four signs currently permitted or the 2 maximum on lots greater than 10 acres 

that was previously proposed. 

 

2. Duration of a Temporary Sign Permit and Temporary Sign Removal – TLUC and staff 

have different recommendations for this topic. Below is a summary of the existing regulations, 

TLUC’s proposed regulations, and staff’s proposed regulations. 

 

Existing Regulations 

 Temporary Signs, On-Site: Permit limited to one (1) month from date of issuance for 

no more than 3 consecutive months. 

 Temporary Signs, Off Site: Permit limited to one (1) month from date of issuance for 

no more than 3 consecutive months. 

 Real Estate – Temporary Open House – Off-Site Signs: 2 days/weekend; 

3 days/holiday weekend. Annual Permit. 

 Temporary Construction Signs (on-site): Duration of construction. 

 

TLUC’s Recommendation – TLUC recommends the following amendments to address how 

long a Temporary Sign can remain on a parcel (refer to Attachment 1 and Draft Motion 2): 

 

 Limit permits for all types of temporary signs to 120 days per 12 month period. 

 Display days do not have to be consecutive. 

 Display dates will be clearly indicated on the sign permit. 

 Require removal of signs prior to permit expiration. 

 Require only one permit for multiple signs per type (i.e., a political candidate needs 

one temporary sign permit for all temporary political signs, and a real estate broker 

needs one temporary sign permit for all real estate agents under his control). 

 

TLUC’s proposed approach allows for flexibility for the removal of a temporary sign. For 

example, an applicant who wants to display signs only on weekends could mark Saturdays, 

Sundays, and Mondays on the permit application, thereby giving themselves 1 day after the 

weekend to remove their sign. Alternatively, an applicant, such as a political candidate or party, 

who wants an event sign to be displayed for as many consecutive days as possible prior to an 

event, could mark the 116 days immediately before the event and the 4 days after the event on 

the permit application, thereby giving themselves 4 days after the event to remove their sign. 
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Staff’s Recommendation – Staff proposes a two tier system with the following timelines (refer 

to Attachment 2 and Draft Motion 1): 

 

 Tier 1 Temporary Signs (up to 4 square feet) – Permits can be issued for any 90 days 

(selected by applicant) within a 6 month period, measured from the date of permit 

issuance. 

 Tier 2 Temporary Signs (greater than 4 square feet up to a maximum of 32 square feet) 

– Permits can be issued for any 90 days (selected by applicant) within a 12 month 

period, measured from the date of permit issuance. 

 At the time of the temporary sign permit application, the applicant would specify the 

dates that the temporary signs will be displayed (the permit application basically would 

contain a calendar on which the applicant would mark the desired dates). This allows 

the flexibility for signs to be displayed only on weekends (such as for religious 

services) or for up to 90 consecutive days (such as for an election season). 

 Signs would be required to be removed at the conclusion of the permit period. 

Staff’s recommendation allows signs larger than 4 square feet to be displayed for a maximum 

of 90 days within a 12 month period, whereas signs that are 4 square feet or smaller can be 

displayed for a total of 180 days within a 12 month period. A smaller maximum number of 

days for larger signs is provided to steer applicants for such signs towards sign categories for 

permanent signs. By requiring a sign permit, the length of time that signs are displayed can be 

readily enforced, as the specific dates that a sign can be displayed are clearly indicated on the 

sign permit. In addition, when a sign permit is issued, the zoning requirements are provided on 

the permit so that the installer is clearly aware of all requirements. 

 

TLUC also discussed the following 3 topics: 

 

1. Definition of Temporary Sign – Staff recommends amending the temporary sign definition 

to clarify the instances in which a temporary sign is permitted. Limiting the circumstances 

under which temporary signs are permitted would limit the potential for a significant increase 

in the number of signs, and thereby help to address the following issues: 1) safety concerns 

from confused and/or distracted drivers, 2) negative aesthetic impact, and 3) impacts on 

adjacent and nearby properties. Staff’s recommended amendments should avoid the potential 

for a significant increase in the number of temporary signs, particularly signs advertising an 

event not held on the property on which the sign is located. Specifically, the definition has 

been revised to: 

 

 Delete portions of the definition that are related to content; and 

 Specify that the purpose of a temporary sign is to advertise an event of limited duration 

of no longer than 48 hours (e.g., church services held in a facility other than a church, 

such as a public school or Election Day) or an event that has received a Temporary 

Special Events permit (e.g., reenactment or band festival). 
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The existing Temporary Sign definition and staff’s recommended definition follow. Although 

TLUC did not make a specific recommendation on this definition, the proposed amendments 

to the definition were discussed with no objection. The Commission did not discuss this 

definition. Either Draft Motion 1 or Draft Motion 2 would amend the definition as proposed. 

 

Existing Definition: 

A sign advertising a candidacy for public office or an event of public interest, such as, but 

not limited to, a public or general election, church or public meeting, fair, horse show, 

turkey shoot, entertainment for charitable purposes, horticulture/agriculture/silviculture 

activities, and other similar social activities of temporary duration or non-recurring 

nature, excluding commercial retail and real estate, unless otherwise permitted in this 

Ordinance. 

 

Proposed Definition: 

A sign of temporary duration or non-recurring nature that is associated with a special 

event that is approved in accordance with Section 5-500(C) of this Ordinance, or other 

event that lasts no longer than 48 hours and falls outside of the primary permitted use of 

the property upon which such event is located. 

 

2. Safe Installation of Large Temporary Signs – TLUC discussed concerns regarding the safe 

installation of large temporary signs. Both staff and TLUC recommend that temporary sign 

permits contain requirements for signs to be installed so that they are not allowed to obstruct 

visibility at intersections and entrances and that they are safely secured. Further, TLUC agreed 

by consensus that signs that are not properly secured should be subject to penalties. 

 

Staff recommends no amendments to address this topic because this matter is already addressed 

in our current ordinance. Section 5-300 of the existing Zoning Ordinance includes restrictions 

on the placement of impediments to visibility at street intersections and at driveway or alley 

intersections with streets. Further, Section 5-1203(B) states that the Zoning Administrator may 

issue a civil summons, including a fine, and may take appropriate action to have the sign 

removed when a sign becomes structurally unsafe or endangers the safety of a structure or 

premise or the public or is erected or maintained in violation of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

3. What happens if the Board elects not to approve amendments to the temporary sign 

ordinance? If the Board elects not to approve amendments to the temporary sign regulations, 

the Zoning Ordinance will continue to not conform to the US Supreme Court decision and the 

Virginia Attorney General’s opinion. Because the regulations for temporary signs are based on 

content, such that Temporary Construction Signs allow for larger signs than for other types of 

temporary signs (political, open house, temporary events), Zoning Enforcement will continue 

to stay enforcement actions for temporary signs that do meet the Zoning Ordinance, as any 

appeal would most likely not be upheld. In other words, staff will not be able to effectively 

respond to citizen complaints about temporary signs. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: Sufficient resources are included in the FY 2017 budget for the Department 

of Planning and Zoning to implement the changes to the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: The Board may: 

 

1. Adopt the amendments as recommended by TLUC in Attachment 1. 

2. Adopt the amendments recommended by staff in Attachment 2. 

3. Forward the item to a future meeting for further discussion. 

4. Take no action. 

 

DRAFT MOTIONS: 

 

(Staff’s Recommendation) 

1. I move that the Board of Supervisors approve ZOAM-2016-0005, Temporary/Political Signs, 

as provided in Attachment 2 of the July 20, 2017 Board of Supervisors Business Meeting 

Action Item. 

 

OR 

 

(TLUC’s Recommendation) 

2. I move that the Board of Supervisors approve ZOAM-2016-0005, Temporary/Political Signs, 

as provided in Attachment 1 of the July 20, 2017 Board of Supervisors Business Meeting 

Action Item. 

 

OR 

 

3. I move an alternate motion. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Draft text for ZOAM-2016-0005, Temporary/Political Signs (TLUC Recommendation) 

2. Draft text for ZOAM-2016-0005, Temporary/Political Signs (Staff Recommendation) 

3. ZOAM-2016-0005 Comparison of Current and TLUC Proposed Temporary Sign Regulations  

 



ZOAM-2016-0005  

Transportation and Land Use Committee Recommendation 
 

Section 5-1200 

Draft Date:  July 20, 2017 

 

Section 5-1200 Sign Regulations. 

5-1201 Purpose.  The visual environment has an effect on, and is an important element 

of, safeguarding life, health, and property, and preserving the natural beauty, 

historic and cultural attributes, unique character, and attractiveness of 

communities.  Careful control of signs can protect the general welfare, safety of 

individuals, and property values, support economic vitality and viability, and 

enhance Loudoun’s communities overall.  The intent of this section, therefore, is 

to establish well-designed signage that contributes in positive ways to Loudoun 

County’s visual environment while expressing local character and helping to 

develop a distinctive image of the County.  The primary purposes of sign 

regulations are (1) to help people find a location without difficulty or confusion, 

and (2) to clearly identify places of business and communities.  Signs shall be 

considered accessory components of an overall composition of architectural 

elements, not as dominant architectural elements by themselves.  Signs shall be 

subordinate to the structures and land use functions that they reference.  This 

Section establishes standards for the location, design, construction, installation, 

display, and safety of signs.  More specifically, while not restricting freedom of 

expression, regulations are hereby established to:  (1) Ensure the compatibility of 

signs with land uses, (2) Promote orderly, attractive, and effective signage, (3) 

Establish the type, number, physical dimensions, design, and location of signs, (4) 

Treat similar types of signs consistently, and (5) Minimize competing demands 

for visual attention to graphic messages or displays by preventing and reducing 

visual clutter. 

5-1202 General Provisions. 

(A) Signs Prohibited.  Signs with any of the following characteristics are 

prohibited: 

(1) Other than on property or structure to which it directs 

attention.  Is located anywhere other than on the property or 

structure to which it directs attention or to which it is appurtenant, 

except (a) any sign erected or maintained by or under the 

supervision of county or other governmental authority or the 

Virginia Department of Transportation, and (b) any other off-site 

sign which is specifically provided for in this Section 5-1200. 

(2) Outlines any building or sign with exposed neon illumination 

or other permanent lights.  Outlines any building, sign, or part 

thereof with exposed neon illumination or other permanent lights, 

except as specifically permitted with the approval of a Sign 

Development Plan. 

(3) On trees, fences, public utility pole, etc.  Is fastened, placed, 

painted, pasted or attached in any way to, in or upon any tree, 

fence, public utility pole, rock, curbstone, sidewalk, lamp post, 

hydrant, bridge, highway marker, or another sign, except as 

Attachment 1



Section 5-1200 
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otherwise permitted in Section 5-1204(D), Sign Requirements 

Matrix, or except as may be (a) required by law, (b) so placed by 

a duly authorized governmental agency, (c) so placed not as an 

advertisement, but as a warning against hunting, fishing or 

trespassing, (d) a farm sign, and (e) a residential name sign. 

(4) Illuminated signs which reflect or cast glare, directly or indirectly, 

on any public roadway or adjacent property. 

(5) Balloons, banners, pennants, or inflated devices, unless otherwise 

permitted  in Section 5-1204(D), Sign Requirements Matrix. 

(6) Electronic message signs, except as specifically permitted with the 

approval of a Sign Development Plan. 

(B) Signs Permitted.  Only signs as listed under “Sign Category” or otherwise 

provided for in Section 5-1204(D), Signs Requirements Matrix, shall be 

permitted, and such signs shall be subject to such regulations as are 

specifically set forth for each category and to all other regulations in this 

ordinance.  No other signs shall be permitted. 

(C) Nonconforming Signs and Removal.  Any sign lawfully in existence at 

the time of the effective date of this ordinance may be maintained although 

it does not conform with the provisions of this ordinance, except that any 

such nonconforming sign, which was required to be removed under the 

prior ordinance, shall be removed. 

(D) Traffic Hazards.  No sign shall be located or illuminated in such a manner 

as, in the opinion of the Zoning Administrator, to cause a traffic hazard. 

(E) Alternative Sign Regulations - Sign Development Plan.  Alternative 

sign regulations for permitted signs may be requested with the submission 

of a Sign Development Plan.  Requests for approval of Sign Development 

Plans or revisions to approved Sign Development Plans (or 

Comprehensive Sign Packages) shall be made in accordance with the 

procedures for a Special Exception application as set forth in Section 6-

1300, except that the Issues for Consideration shall be as set forth in 

Section 5-1202(E)(1).   

Approval for minor revisions to approved Sign Development Plans (or 

Comprehensive Sign Packages) may be requested and shall be limited to 

1) addition of a sign category and/or individual use/user not addressed in 

the approved Sign Development Plan, or 2) revision to a sign category that 

was addressed in the approved Sign Development Plan.  Such minor 

revisions shall be reviewed for consistency with the approved Sign 

Development Plan.  Requests for approval of minor revisions shall be 

made in accordance with the procedures for a Minor Special Exception 

application as set forth in Section 6-1300, except that the Issues for 

Consideration shall be as set forth in Section 5-1202(E)(1). 
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In addition, any application for a Sign Development Plan shall include the 

following materials: 

(1) A statement of justification, addressing whether and how each sign 

proposed by the Sign Development Plan would:  

(a) Assist motorists, bicyclists and/or pedestrians in finding a 

location without difficulty or confusion; 

(b) Clearly identify places of business or communities, while 

avoiding unnecessary redundancy; 

(c) Demonstrate compatibility with, and be subordinate to,  the 

structures and land uses referenced by the sign; 

(d) Address impacts to the night sky; 

(e) Incorporate energy efficient measures, where possible; and 

(f) Provide a sufficient number of graphic messages or 

displays without creating competing demands for visual 

attention. 

In considering a Sign Development Plan, each of the above listed factors, 

(a) through (f), shall be given reasonable consideration; 

(2) A comparison chart of the proposed sign regulations in relation to 

the ordinance regulations; 

(3) Each of the various sign types proposed, including directional and 

informational signs, if any, to include the design, materials, colors, 

and illumination, to be used to achieve a complementary system of 

signs and graphics; and 

(4) A sign map, depicting the location of each of the various proposed 

sign types. 

5-1203 Administration and Enforcement. 

(A) Sign Permits.  No sign, with the exception of "Government Signs/Official 

Notices", "Historical Markers", "Danger, Aviation, Railroad, Bridge, 

Ferry Transportation, Red Cross, and Other Similar Signs", "No Hunting, 

No Fishing, or No Trespassing Signs",  "Residential Name Signs", 

"Window or Display (Non-Business) Signs", and "De Minimis Signs", 

shall be erected without first obtaining a sign permit from the Zoning 

Administrator.  No such permit shall be issued unless a fee, if required, 

and as set by the Board of Supervisors, is paid and unless the proposed 

sign conforms to the requirements of this ordinance. 

(B) Removal of Signs.  Whenever a sign becomes structurally unsafe or 

endangers the safety of a structure or premise or the public, or is erected 

or maintained in violation of this ordinance, the Zoning Administrator 
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shall order such sign to be made safe or comply with the ordinance, as the 

case may be, or be removed.  Only one such order shall be sent by 

registered mail, return receipt requested, to the owner of the land on which 

the sign is located and the violator who is responsible for the sign.  Within 

five working days of the receipt or refusal of the order, the owner or 

violator must correct the sign based on the Zoning Administrator's order.  

The Zoning Administrator may grant one extension, not to exceed ten (10) 

working days, based on written justification for the need of an extension.  

Failure to comply shall constitute grounds for the Zoning Administrator 

to issue a civil summons pursuant to Section 6-504 and to take other 

appropriate actions to have the sign removed. 

5-1204 Sign Requirements. 

(A) Sign Requirements Matrix Contents.  Signs shall be permitted in 

accordance with the Sign Requirements Matrix set forth in Section 5-

1204(D) which governs the following:  1) total aggregate sign area; 2) 

maximum number of signs; 3) maximum area of any one sign (with special 

provisions for ground mounted signs and ground mounted background 

structures); 4) illumination permitted; 5) minimum setback from road 

right-of-way; 6) maximum height; 7) sign type permitted; and 8) other 

additional requirements. 

(B) Ground Mounted Sign Bonus Multiplier.  The Sign Requirements 

Matrix provides for the use of a bonus multiplier, for certain uses, allowing 

an increase in the maximum area of a ground mounted sign.  This 

provision is not intended to allow an increase in the total aggregate sign 

area permitted by the Matrix. 

(C) Ground Mounted Sign Background Structure Bonus Multiplier.  The 

Sign Requirements Matrix provides for the use of a bonus multiplier, for 

certain uses, allowing an increase in the maximum area of the background 

structure of a ground mounted sign. 

(D) Sign Requirements Matrix.  See table 5-1204(D) below.
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Table 5-1204(D) 

Sign Requirements Matrix 
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(See Note 6) 

T
o

ta
l 

A
g

g
re

g
a

te
 

S
ig

n
 A

re
a
 

M
a

x
. 
N

u
m

b
e
r 

o
f 

S
ig

n
s

 

M
a

x
. 
A

re
a

 o
f 

A
n

y
 

O
n

e
 S

ig
n

 

Ground 
Mounted 
Sign 

Ground Mounted 
Background Structure 

Il
lu

m
in

a
ti

o
n

 

P
e

rm
it

te
d

 

M
in

. 
S

e
tb

a
c

k
 F

ro
m

 

R
.O

.W
. 

(S
e

e
 N

o
te

 2
) 

T
y

p
e

 P
e

rm
it

te
d

 

M
a

x
. 
H

e
ig

h
t 

(S
e

e
 N

o
te

 3
) 

Additional 
Requirements 

B
o

n
u

s
 

M
u

lt
ip

li
e

r 

M
a

x
. 
A

re
a

 o
f 

A
n

y
 O

n
e

 S
ig

n
 

B
o

n
u

s
 

M
u

lt
ip

li
e

r 
 

(S
e

e
 N

o
te

 1
) 

M
a

x
. 
A

re
a

 o
f 

B
a

c
k

g
ro

u
n

d
 

S
tr

u
c

tu
re

 

M
a

x
. 
 

H
e

ig
h

t 
o

f 

B
a

c
k

g
ro

u
n

d
 

S
tr

u
c

tu
re

 

 

(1) RESIDENTIAL/AGRICULTURE SIGNS 

(a) 
PD-H and PD-AAAR 
Entrance Signs 

 

2 / vehicular 
entrance 

60 SF   2 120 SF 5 FT 
Backlight or 
White Light 

10 FT 
Ground 
Mounted 

5 FT 

One sided only.  Signs 
shall contain no 
advertising. Minimum 
1000 FT between signs 
on same side of road or 
at intersection. 

(b)  

PD-H – Community 
Directional Signs - 
On-site or Off-site 
(within boundaries of 
approved PD-H 
district) 

20 SF  20 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 
Ground 
Mounted 

8 FT 

Minimum 1000 FT 
between signs on same 
side of road or at 
intersection.  Signs shall 
contain no advertising. 

(c)  
Non PD-H Residential 
Communities – 
Entrance Signs 

 
1 / vehicular 
entrance  

 40 SF    2  80 SF 5 FT None 10 FT 
Ground 
Mounted 

5 FT 
One sided only.  Signs 
shall contain no 
advertising. 

(d)   HOA Activity Signs 20 SF 

1 / development of 
2500 or fewer 
dwellings, 
2 / development 
of over 2500 
dwellings 

20 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 
Ground  
Mounted 

8 FT 

Signs shall be 
separated by a 
minimum half-mile 
radius. Signs shall 
contain no advertising. 

(e)  Farm Signs 40 SF 2 / Farm 20 SF       None 

5 FT Freestanding 

 8 FT  

 
 
0 FT 

 
 
As Permitted 
in Section 5-
1202(A)(3) 
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(f)  

Wayside Stands, 
Including Christmas 
Tree Sales, 
Vineyards, Wineries 

 

6, includes up to 
3 on-site signs 
and up to 4 off-
site directional 
signs 

 
12 SF on-
site 
4 SF off-site 

 
  
 

   None 5 FT 

Freestanding 

8 FT 

Displayed when 
agricultural produce and 
livestock are available 
for sale on farm 
involved and shall be 
removed within 48 
hours after sale is 
concluded. Off-site 
signs shall require 
written permission of 
the owner of the land on 
which it is displayed. 

One on-
site sign  
at 20 SF if 
setback > 
40 FT from 
the fronting 
ROW 

 
Building 
Mounted 

(g)  Home Occupation 2 SF 1 / lot 2 SF      None 5 FT 

Freestanding 4 FT Signs may indicate 
more than one 
business. 

Building 
Mounted 

8 FT 

(h)  Childcare Home 2 SF 1 / lot 2 SF      None 5 FT 

Freestanding  4 FT 

   
Building 
Mounted 

 
8 FT 

(i)  
Residential Name 
Signs 

 

1 / vehicular 
access, 2 for 
each dwelling 
lot or property 

2 SF      None None 

Freestanding 4 FT 

Signs shall contain no 
advertising. 

Building 
Mounted 

8 FT 

As Permitted 
in Section 5-
1202(A)(3) 

 

(2) PUBLIC/QUASI-PUBLIC SIGNS 

 (a) 
Public or Quasi-Public 
Facility 

6 SF 1 / use 6 SF 1.5 9 SF 2 18 SF 4 FT None 10 FT Freestanding 4 FT 

Must be located within 
100 FT from use or 
structure it identifies.  
Signs shall contain no 
advertising. 

 (b)  

School,  College, 
Library, and Publicly 
Owned Community 
Center 

20 SF 1 / use 20 SF 1.5 30 SF 2 60 SF 4 FT 
Backlight or 
White Light 

10 FT 

Freestanding 8 FT 
Signs shall contain no 
advertising. Building 

Mounted 
Rooflin
e 

(c) Hospital  

1 / vehicular 
entrance 

50 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

10 FT 

Freestanding 8 FT 

Signs shall contain no 
advertising. 

1 / public 
entrance to 
building 

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

1 building ID 
sign 

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

 (d)  Places of Worship 20 SF 2 10 SF   1.5 15 SF 8 FT Backlight 5 FT 

Freestanding 8 FT 
Signs shall contain no 
advertising.  Building 

 Mounted 
Rooflin
e 
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 (e)  Church Bulletin Board 15 SF  15 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 

Freestanding  
8 FT 

  Building 
Mounted 

(3) COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT ENTRANCE/PROJECT IDENTIFICATION SIGNS IN THE PD, CLI, GB, and MR-HI DISTRICTS 

(a)  

 
Entrance Signs 
 
Project ≤ 10 acres 
      
Project > 10 acres;  
Project ≤ 40 acres  
 
Project > 40 acres 
 

 
1 / vehicular 
entrance 

 
 
50 SF 
 
60 SF 
 
 
75 SF 

     Yes 10 FT Freestanding 10 FT  

(b)  

Project Identification 
Signs 
 
Project < 20 acres 
 
Project ≥ 20 acres 
 
 
 

 
1 / project 
 
2 / project 

25 SF 
 
25 SF 

     Yes 10 FT Freestanding 10 FT  

(4) SIGNS FOR COMMERCIAL, OFFICE, AND INDUSTRIAL USES 

(a) 

Tenant Signs for 
Businesses in CLI, 
GB, PD-CC(NC), PD-
OP, PD-RDP, PD-CV, 
PD-RV, and PD-
AAAR 

2 SF / LF of 
Tenant’s 
Building 
Frontage 

2 / Façade; 
provided that 
each Tenant 
shall have no 
more than 4 
signs total 

60 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Sign types on building 
façades may include 
any combination of 
Building Mounted Signs 
and Awning and 
Canopy Signs.  If 2 
signs are proposed on a 
single façade, 1 such 
sign shall be no more 
than 10 SF.   

(b) 

Tenant Signs for 
Businesses in PD-
CC(CC), PD-CC(SC), 
PD-CC(RC), PD-SA, 
PD-TC,  PD-TREC, 
PD-TRC, and PD-
MUB 

2 SF / LF of 
Tenant’s 
Building 
Frontage 

2 / Façade; 
provided that 
each Tenant 
shall have no 
more than 4 
signs total 

200 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Sign types on building 
façades may include 
any combination of 
Building Mounted Signs 
and Awning and 
Canopy Signs.   
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(c) 
Building ID/Tenant 
Signs - Office 
Buildings 

 

2 / Façade; 
provided that 
each building 
shall have no 
more than 4 
signs total 

1 SF / 100 
SF of 
Building 
Façade /  
Sign 

     Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Signs shall be located 
at the top floor of the 
building.  Name and 
message may differ. 

(d) 
Ground Floor Tenants 
in Office Buildings 

 1 / Tenant 20 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Mount 
Below 
2 P

nd
P 

Floor 
Window
s 

Maximum height of 
letters is 24 Inches. 

(e)  
Directory Sign - Office 
Buildings 

 
1 / Building 
Entrance 

15 SF      Yes  

Freestanding 6 FT 

 Building 
Mounted 

6 FT 

(f) 

Directory Sign in PD-
CC(CC), PD-CC(SC), 
PD-CC(RC), PD-SA, 
PD-TC, PD-TREC, 
PD-TRC, and PD-
MUB 

 2 / Development 25 SF      Yes  Freestanding 7 FT  

(g) 

Flex/Industrial/ 
Warehouse/Data 
center Buildings and 
Signs for Businesses 
in MR-HI, PD-IP, and 
PD-GI 

½ SF / LF of 
Building 
Frontage 

1 / Tenant 100 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted  

Rooflin
e 

 

(h)  

Auto Service Station 
(including 
convenience store, 
car wash & repair) 

100 SF 6 30 SF      Yes 5 FT 

Freestanding 

15 FT 
Pole 
Mount
ed 
8 FT 
Groun
d 
Mount
ed 

Total permitted sign 
area excludes state 
mandated labeling of 
dispensing devices and 
federally mandated 
gasoline price posting. 

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

(i)  Auto Dealer 

20-120 SF (see 

additional 
requirements 
column) 

6 20 SF 1.5 30 SF 1.5 45 SF 8 FT Backlight 10 FT 

Freestanding 15 FT 
Base sign 20 SF 
Used car 20 SF 
Each new car 
dealership = 20 SF 

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

(j)  
Bed & Breakfast Inn 
and Homestay 

4 SF 2 4 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 

Freestanding 6 FT 

 Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 
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(k)  

Country Inn, Guest 
Farm or Ranch, Rural 
Retreat, Rural Resort, 
and Rural Agricultural 
Corporate Retreat 

10 SF 2 10 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

None 

Freestanding 
 

6 FT  
Building 
Mounted in 
Historic 
District Only 

(l)  

Hotel, Motel, and 
Conference Center – 
(freestanding) 
Entrance Signs 

100 SF 
1 / vehicular 
entrance 

50 SF      Yes 10 FT Freestanding 10 FT  

(m) 
Hotel, Motel, and 
Conference Center 

 

2 / Façade; 
provided that 
each building 
shall have no 
more than 4 
signs total 

1 SF / 100 
SF of 
Building 
Façade /  
Sign 

     Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Sign must be located at 
top floor of building.  
Otherwise max. area of 
sign is 20 SF. 

(n)  

Movie Theaters –  
Theater Name 
Entrance Sign 

 2 20 SF 1.5 30 SF 1.5 45 SF 8 FT 

Yes 

10 FT Freestanding 15 FT 

 Theater Name 
Building Sign 

 1 60 SF      

 
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e Movie Title Building 

Sign 
 1 20 SF      

(o)  
Restaurant – 
(freestanding Building 
≤ 4000 SF floor area) 

60 SF 3 20 SF 1.5 30 SF 1.5 45 SF 8 FT Yes 

10 FT Freestanding 15 FT Drive-through menu 
does not count toward 
sign area.   

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

(p)  

Restaurant - 
(Freestanding 
Building  > 4000 SF 
floor area) 

120 SF 3 

20 SF 
freestanding 

1.5 30 SF 1.5 45 SF 8 FT Yes 10 FT 

Freestanding 15 FT Drive-through menu 
does not count toward 
sign area. 60 SF bldg 

mounted 
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

(q)   
Restaurant/Car Wash 
Drive-Through Menu 

30 SF 2 20 SF 1.5 30 SF    Backlight  

Freestanding 

5 FT 
Shall be screened from 
all roads. Building 

Mounted 

(r)  
Business in A-3, A-
10, AR, JLMA, TR, 
and CR Districts 

10 SF 2 / lot 10 SF      None 5 FT 

Freestanding 

8 FT  
Building 
Mounted 

(s)  
Business in RC 
District 

40 SF 2 20 SF      Yes 5 FT 

Freestanding 

8 FT  Building 
Mounted 
 

(t)   
Business in R 
Districts 

4 SF for lots < 
10 acres; 8 SF 
for lots > 10 
acres 

1 for lots <  
10 acres; 
2 for lots >  
10 acres 

4 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 8 FT  
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Building 
Mounted 

(u) 

Window or Display 
Sign (Business) in 
conjunction with 
Table 5-1204(D)(4) 
(a), (b), (o), and (p) 
sign categories 

 4 / Tenant       None    

The maximum square 
footage of window or 
display signs (business) 
shall not exceed 25% of 
the total square footage 
of window area, or 10 
SF, whichever is less. 

(v) 

Sidewalk Sign in 
conjunction with 
Table 5-1204(D)(4) 
(a), (b), (o), and (p) 
sign categories 

 1 / Tenant 6 SF      None   3 FT 

Signs shall be located 
on the sidewalk in front 
of and reasonably 
proximate to the 
entrance of the 
business to which the 
sign pertains.  A 
minimum 4-foot width of 
unobstructed space for 
passers-by shall be 
maintained on the 
sidewalk in front of the 
business. 
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(5) TEMPORARY SIGNS                                           (For Temporary Real Estate Signs, See Number 6 Below) 

(a)  
Temporary Signs –  
On-site 
 

4 SF 
 

1 
 
unlimited 
  
 

4 SF 
32 SF 

     None 5 FT 

Freestanding 

4 8 FT 

Permit limited to 120 
days within a twelve 
(12) month period. 
Dates of sign display, 
which do not have to be 
consecutive, included 
with zoning permit. 
Signs shall be removed 
prior to permit 
expiration. 
Signs must be properly 
secured and not impede 
visibility at intersections 
pursuant to Section 5-
300. Permit limited to 
one (1) month from date 
of issuance, for no more 
than 3 consecutive 
months.  
 

Balloons 

Banners 

Pennants 

Inflated 
Devices 

 

(b)  
Temporary Signs –  
Off-Site 

 

 
Reasonable 
number as 
determined by 
the Zoning 
Administrator 
 

4 SF 
 

  
 
 

  None 5 FT 

 
Freestanding 

 4 FT 

Permit limited toone (1) 
month from date of 
issuance. for no more 
than 3 consecutive 
months. 

 

Balloons 

Banners 

Pennants 

Inflated 
Devices 

 

(c)  
Temporary 
Construction Signs 

 
20  SF 
Commercial 

1 (upon any lot 
≤ 10 acres); 
 2 (upon any lot 
> 10 acres) 
1 / contractor 
per job site 

20 SF 

     None 10 FT 

 
Ground 
Mounted 
 

8 FT 

Residential signs only in 
A-3, A-10, A-25, AR, 
and CR Districts. 
Contractor to remove 
sign upon completion of 
construction. 10 SF 

Residential 
1 / contractor 
per job site 

10 SF 

(6) REAL ESTATE SIGNS             

(a)  
Real Estate - 
Residential For Sale 
Sign 

6 SF (lots ≤ 10 
acres) 

1 6 SF 

     None 5 FT 
Freestanding 
 

6 FT   12 SF (lots > 
10 acres) 
 
 

2 6 SF 
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(b)  
Real Estate - 
Residential 
Subdivision 

 

1 / vehicular 
entrance to 
subdivision from 
state right-of-
way 

20 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 

6 FT 
 
 
 
 

Total Aggregate Sign 
Area of all real estate 
signs within the 
subdivision which front 
on a public road shall 
be no more than four (4) 
square feet per lot 
fronting on the road. 

(c)  
Real Estate - 
Commercial For Sale 
Sign 

 

 
1 (upon any lot 
≤ 10 acres); 
 2 (upon any lot 
> 10 acres) 

20 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 6 FT  

(d) 

 
Real Estate – 
Temporary Open 
House - Off-Site 

 
 
 

 
4  

 
4 SF 

      
None 

 
5 FT 

 
Freestanding 

 
4 FT 

 
Conditions apply (see 
note 4). 

(e)  
Non-PD District 
Project Directional 
Signs - Off-Site 

 

10 / total 
combined for all 
builders per 
project 

2 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 4 FT 
Conditions apply (see 
note 5). 

(7) MISCELLANEOUS SIGNS 

(a)  
Government / Official 
Notices 

            Not regulated. 

(b)  Historical Markers             Not regulated. 

(c)  

Danger, Aviation, 
Railroad, Bridge, 
Ferry Transportation, 
Red Cross, and Other 
Similar Signs 

                        Not regulated. 

(d)  
No Hunting, No 
Fishing, or No 
Trespassing Signs 

  2 SF      None None 

Freestanding 

5 FT 

 

Building 
Mounted 

As Permitted 
in Section 5-
1202(A)(3) 

(e)  Informational Signs  

1 / use 
identifying 
locations such 
as restrooms, 
loading areas, 
etc. 

2 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 

 
Freestanding 

5 FT 

Signs shall contain no 
advertising, but may 
include the names 
and/or logos associated 
with the business or 
development. 
 

 
Building 
Mounted 
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(f)  

PD-SA, PD-TC, PD-
TRC, PD-TREC, PD-
MUB, PD-RV, and 
PD-CV Residential 
Development 
Entrance Signs 

 
2 / vehicular 
entrance 

60 SF   2 120 SF 5 FT 
Backlight or 
White Light 

10 FT 
Ground 
Mounted 

5 FT 
One sided only.  Signs 
shall contain no 
advertising. 

(g) 
Mixed-Use Buildings -  
Entry Signs 

 
1 / Building 
Entrance 

10 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Signs shall only identify 
the entryway for 
residential or 
commercial uses 
located above the 1 P

st
P 

Floor.  Signs shall not 
contain specific tenant 
names or user names. 

(h) 

Banner Signs in PD-
CC, PD-SA, PD-TC, 
PD-TREC, PD-TRC, 
and PD-MUB 

 1 / Lamp Post  8 SF      None  Banner  

Ornamental/Seasonal 
banners on lamp posts 
shall not be placed 
greater than 15 feet 
above grade.  Such 
banners shall not 
contain specific tenant 
names, user names, or 
advertising, but may 
include the 
development name 
and/or logo.   

(i)  
Private Recreation 
Parks 

10 SF 2 6 SF           None 5 FT Freestanding 6 FT   

(j)  
Directional Signs, On-
Site 

  4 SF      

 
Backlight or 
White Light 
 

5 FT Freestanding 3 FT 

Signs shall be located 
only where there is a 
change in direction and 
shall contain no 
advertising, but may 
include the names 
and/or logos associated 
with the business or 
development.  

(k) 
Directional Signs, Off-
Site 

 
 
2 / use and  
2 / lot 

8 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 
 4 FT 
 

Signs limited to religious 
assembly and civic uses 
located in leased 
facilities in Loudoun 
County without 
permanent signage.  
Signs shall denote only 
the distance to or 
direction of such use 
and a description of 
such use.  Signs shall 
be posted for a period 
not to exceed 24 hours 



Section 5-1200 

Draft Date:  July 20, 2017 

before and 24 hours 
after an assembly use. 

(l) 
Window or Display 
Signs (Non-Business) 
 

3 SF  1.5 SF      None     

(m) De Minimis Signs 2 SF  1 SF      Yes    

Examples of De Minimis 
signs may include signs 
stating hours of 
operation, open/closed, 
accepted forms of 
payment, 
business/professional 
affiliations, etc. 
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GENERAL NOTES  1.  Whenever a bonus multiplier is used for ground mounted signs, a landscaped base with a minimum depth of 3 feet on all sides must be maintained (see  
Figure 1). 
 

  2.  All signs must be set back the minimum distance from the road right-of-way, as specified, unless a greater setback is required by the Code of Virginia. 
 
  3.  The maximum height column does not apply when ground mounted bonuses are obtained.  Use the maximum height column for Ground Mounted Background Structure. 

For the purpose of locating building mounted signs, no part of the sign shall extend above or beyond the perimeter of the wall to which it is attached. 
 

4.  The following conditions shall apply for permitted "Real Estate-Temporary Open House - Off Site" signs. 
a.  Signs shall be located only at controlled intersections where there is a change in direction. 
b.  Signs shall be placed on private property only. 
c.  Signs shall be in place only during hours the house is open plus one hour before and two hours after the event. 
d.  Signs may be used for two (2) days on the weekends and three (3) days in the case of a holiday falling on a Monday, as well as one-half (1/2) day during the week. 
e.  The owner for the house or his/her designated agent must be present for the duration of the open house hours. 
f.   Signs shall include a company name with direction arrow. 
g.  Signs shall consist of a metal frame with composition sign of a semi-permanent type. 
h.  Homeowners or their designated agent may not use "Non-PD District Project Directional Signs - Off-Site". 
 

5.  The following conditions shall apply for permitted Non-PD District Project Directional Signs - Off-Site. 
a.  The location of signs must be approved by the County at the time of the sign permit application. 
b.  Signs shall be located only at controlled intersections where there is a change in direction. 
c.  Signs shall be placed on private property only. 
d.  Signs shall not be permitted on any arterial road, nor on any road listed in Section 5-900 of this Ordinance. 
e.  The signs may be installed after sundown Friday night and must be removed by sundown on Sunday.  If Monday is a legal holiday, the signs may remain until sundown 

Monday. 
f.  The signs must be made of a permanent material, signs made of paper or cardboard are hereby specifically prohibited. 
g.  Builders may not use "Non-PD District Project Directional Signs - Off-Site" in combination with "Real Estate-Temporary Open House - Off-Site" signs. 
 

6.  In selecting the most appropriate sign category, the more specific listing shall take precedence. 
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UFigure 5 

 

Sign, Building Façade for Determining Size of 

Building 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Façade is equal to the entire area of an exterior wall of a building within a 

continuous perimeter (depicted with a dashed line).  The Building Façade area for Building 

1 is 3600 SF.   

 

Building 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Façade is equal to the entire area of an exterior wall of a building within a 

continuous perimeter (depicted with a dashed line).  The Building Façade area for Building 

2 is 4500 SF.   

120 FT 

30 FT 

120 FT 

30 FT 

45 FT 

60 FT 

15 FT 
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UFigure 6 

Sign, Linear Foot (LF) for Determining Size of 

Linear Foot (LF) is equal to the length of a wall of a building which physically encloses usable 

interior space.  Said frontage shall be measured at a height not greater than ten feet above grade.  

In this example, the Linear Foot (LF) of Units 1 and 3 is 30 feet, the Linear Foot (LF) of Unit 2 is 

60 feet, and all lengths have been measured at 7.5 feet above grade (depicted with a dashed line).   

120 FT 

7.5 FT 

Unit 1 

Unit 2 

Unit 3 

30 FT 60 FT 30 FT 
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ARTICLE 8  - DEFINITIONS 

 

Sign, Danger, Aviation, Railroad, Bridge, Ferry Transportation, Red Cross, and other such sign:  

Signs as set forth in Section 33.12-1204 (5), (6), (7), (8), (15), and (17) of the Code of Virginia 1950, as 

amended. 

 

Sign, De Minimis:  Any sign with an area no greater than one (1) square foot. 

 

Sign Development Plan:  A graphic representation showing a detailed plan of all signage proposed for 

a particular structure, lot, or development. 

 

Sign, Directional, Off-Site:  Any sign providing directions to a specific use, which sign is not located on-

site of the same parcel or on-site within the same development as the use to which such sign provides 

directions. 

 

Sign, Directional, On-Site:  Any sign providing directions to a specific use, which sign is located on-

site of the same parcel or on-site within the same development as the use to which such sign provides 

directions. 

 

Sign, Directory:  A sign on which the names and locations of occupants or the uses of a building or group 

of buildings is given. 

 

Sign, Electronic Message:  A sign on which the visual display is composed of a series of lights, panels, or 

other mechanisms that may be static, changing, or otherwise give the appearance of change of the display 

through electronic means.  

 

Sign, Farm:  Sign erected or maintained on any farm by the owner or tenant of such farm and relating 

solely to farm or horticultural produce, livestock, silviculture, or services sold, produced, manufactured or 

furnished on such farm. 

 

Sign, Freestanding: Any sign not affixed to a building such as, but not limited to, pole mounted, 

monument, pylon, sidewalk, and ground mounted signs. 

 

Sign, Government/Official Notices:  Sign erected and maintained by or under the direction of the Virginia 

Department of Transportation, other governmental authorities, or court officer in accordance with the law. 

 

Sign, Ground Mounted:  See Figure 1, Section 5-1200. 

 

Sign Height:  The height of a sign shall be computed as the linear measurement from the base of the sign 

at normal grade to the top of the highest attached component of the sign.  If the land is uneven at the base 

of the sign, the elevation at the halfway point (middle) of the sign at the base shall be used.  Normal grade 

shall be construed to be the lower of (1) existing grade prior to construction, or (2) the newly established 

grade after construction, exclusive of any filling, berming, mounding or excavating for the purpose of 

locating the sign. 

 

Sign, Historical Markers:  Any sign or marker erected to identify a site, location, or landscape related 

to a person, structure, or event documented as historically significant at the local, state, or national level. 
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Sign, Home Occupation:  Any sign upon property displaying the name and/or address of the occupant(s) 

of the premises and the nature of the home occupation(s). 

 

Sign, Illuminated:  Any sign or any part of a sign, which is illuminated, externally or internally, from an 

artificial light source located for the specific purpose of such illumination. 

 

Sign, Informational:  Signs to identify such locations as restrooms, loading areas, parking areas, no parking 

areas, entrances, exits, and the like. 

 

Sign, Linear Foot (LF) for Determining Size of:  The horizontal length of a wall of a building which 

physically encloses usable interior space.  Said horizontal length shall be measured at a height not greater 

than ten feet above grade.  See Figure 6, Section 5-1200.    

 

Sign, Non-PD District Project Directional:  Signs giving direction to new homes for sale or lease for non-

Planned Development District projects, subject to the boundaries of a rezoning plat approved by the Board 

of Supervisors, which do not contain the names of specific builders. 

 

Sign, Outlined with Neon:  Any sign which uses neon, argon, or similar gas to illuminate transparent or 

translucent tubing or other material to emit light outlining all or a part of such sign. 

 

Sign, PD-H Community Directional:  Signs located within the boundaries of an approved PD-H district, 

providing direction to subdivisions, sections, or civic features within the PD-H district. 

 

Sign, Pole Mounted:  See Figure 2, Section 5-1200. 

 

Sign, Project Identification:  A sign that identifies the name of the development only, including any 

corporate typeface or logo. 

 

Sign, Public/Quasi-public:  Sign identifying or locating a town, community center, public building or 

historical place situated in Loudoun County, Virginia, and also a sign for a use owned or operated by a 

nonprofit, religious, or charitable institution and providing educational, cultural, recreational, religious, or 

similar types of programs. 

 

Sign, Real Estate:  Sign pertaining only to the offering for sale or lease of the land or structures on the land 

upon which the sign is placed. 

 

Sign, Residential Name:  Sign upon property displaying the name and/or address of the owner, lessee, or 

occupant of the premises. 

 

Sign, Sidewalk:  A movable sign not secured or attached to the ground or surface upon which it is 

located.  Such sign may be freestanding, placed on an easel, or constructed in a manner to form an “A” 

shape. 

 

Sign, Temporary:  A sign advertising a candidacy for public office or an event of public interest, such as, 

but not limited to, a public or general election, church or public meeting, fair, horse show, turkey shoot, 

entertainment for charitable purposes, horticulture/agriculture/silviculture activities, and other similar social 

activities of temporary duration or non-recurring nature that is, excluding commercial retail and real estate, 
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unless otherwise permitted in this Ordinance. associated with a special event that is approved in 

accordance with Section 5-500(C) of this Ordinance, or other event that lasts no longer than 48 hours 

and falls outside of the primary permitted use of the property upon which such event is located. 

 

Sign, Temporary Construction:  Sign erected and maintained on the site during the period of 

construction to announce only the nature of the structure and/or the name or names of the owner, 

contractor, architect, landscape architect, engineer, and/or financing entity. 
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Section 4-1200 Sign Regulations. 

5-1201 Purpose.  The visual environment has an effect on, and is an important element 

of, safeguarding life, health, and property, and preserving the natural beauty, 

historic and cultural attributes, unique character, and attractiveness of 

communities.  Careful control of signs can protect the general welfare, safety of 

individuals, and property values, support economic vitality and viability, and 

enhance Loudoun’s communities overall.  The intent of this section, therefore, is 

to establish well-designed signage that contributes in positive ways to Loudoun 

County’s visual environment while expressing local character and helping to 

develop a distinctive image of the County.  The primary purposes of sign 

regulations are (1) to help people find a location without difficulty or confusion, 

and (2) to clearly identify places of business and communities.  Signs shall be 

considered accessory components of an overall composition of architectural 

elements, not as dominant architectural elements by themselves.  Signs shall be 

subordinate to the structures and land use functions that they reference.  This 

Section establishes standards for the location, design, construction, installation, 

display, and safety of signs.  More specifically, while not restricting freedom of 

expression, regulations are hereby established to:  (1) Ensure the compatibility of 

signs with land uses, (2) Promote orderly, attractive, and effective signage, (3) 

Establish the type, number, physical dimensions, design, and location of signs, (4) 

Treat similar types of signs consistently, and (5) Minimize competing demands 

for visual attention to graphic messages or displays by preventing and reducing 

visual clutter. 

5-1202 General Provisions. 

(A) Signs Prohibited.  Signs with any of the following characteristics are

prohibited:

(1) Other than on property or structure to which it directs

attention.  Is located anywhere other than on the property or

structure to which it directs attention or to which it is appurtenant,

except (a) any sign erected or maintained by or under the

supervision of county or other governmental authority or the

Virginia Department of Transportation, and (b) any other off-site

sign which is specifically provided for in this Section 5-1200.

(2) Outlines any building or sign with exposed neon illumination

or other permanent lights.  Outlines any building, sign, or part

thereof with exposed neon illumination or other permanent lights,

except as specifically permitted with the approval of a Sign

Development Plan.

(3) On trees, fences, public utility pole, etc.  Is fastened, placed,

painted, pasted or attached in any way to, in or upon any tree,

fence, public utility pole, rock, curbstone, sidewalk, lamp post,

hydrant, bridge, highway marker, or another sign, except as

Attachment 2
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otherwise permitted in Section 5-1204(D), Sign Requirements 

Matrix, or except as may be (a) required by law, (b) so placed by 

a duly authorized governmental agency, (c) so placed not as an 

advertisement, but as a warning against hunting, fishing or 

trespassing, (d) a farm sign, and (e) a residential name sign. 

(4) Illuminated signs which reflect or cast glare, directly or indirectly, 

on any public roadway or adjacent property. 

(5) Balloons, banners, pennants, or inflated devices, unless otherwise 

permitted  in Section 5-1204(D), Sign Requirements Matrix. 

(6) Electronic message signs, except as specifically permitted with the 

approval of a Sign Development Plan. 

(B) Signs Permitted.  Only signs as listed under “Sign Category” or otherwise 

provided for in Section 5-1204(D), Signs Requirements Matrix, shall be 

permitted, and such signs shall be subject to such regulations as are 

specifically set forth for each category and to all other regulations in this 

ordinance.  No other signs shall be permitted. 

(C) Nonconforming Signs and Removal.  Any sign lawfully in existence at 

the time of the effective date of this ordinance may be maintained although 

it does not conform with the provisions of this ordinance, except that any 

such nonconforming sign, which was required to be removed under the 

prior ordinance, shall be removed. 

(D) Traffic Hazards.  No sign shall be located or illuminated in such a manner 

as, in the opinion of the Zoning Administrator, to cause a traffic hazard. 

(E) Alternative Sign Regulations - Sign Development Plan.  Alternative 

sign regulations for permitted signs may be requested with the submission 

of a Sign Development Plan.  Requests for approval of Sign Development 

Plans or revisions to approved Sign Development Plans (or 

Comprehensive Sign Packages) shall be made in accordance with the 

procedures for a Special Exception application as set forth in Section 6-

1300, except that the Issues for Consideration shall be as set forth in 

Section 5-1202(E)(1).   

Approval for minor revisions to approved Sign Development Plans (or 

Comprehensive Sign Packages) may be requested and shall be limited to 

1) addition of a sign category and/or individual use/user not addressed in 

the approved Sign Development Plan, or 2) revision to a sign category that 

was addressed in the approved Sign Development Plan.  Such minor 

revisions shall be reviewed for consistency with the approved Sign 

Development Plan.  Requests for approval of minor revisions shall be 

made in accordance with the procedures for a Minor Special Exception 

application as set forth in Section 6-1300, except that the Issues for 

Consideration shall be as set forth in Section 5-1202(E)(1). 
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In addition, any application for a Sign Development Plan shall include the 

following materials: 

(1) A statement of justification, addressing whether and how each sign 

proposed by the Sign Development Plan would:  

(a) Assist motorists, bicyclists and/or pedestrians in finding a 

location without difficulty or confusion; 

(b) Clearly identify places of business or communities, while 

avoiding unnecessary redundancy; 

(c) Demonstrate compatibility with, and be subordinate to,  the 

structures and land uses referenced by the sign; 

(d) Address impacts to the night sky; 

(e) Incorporate energy efficient measures, where possible; and 

(f) Provide a sufficient number of graphic messages or 

displays without creating competing demands for visual 

attention. 

In considering a Sign Development Plan, each of the above listed factors, 

(a) through (f), shall be given reasonable consideration; 

(2) A comparison chart of the proposed sign regulations in relation to 

the ordinance regulations; 

(3) Each of the various sign types proposed, including directional and 

informational signs, if any, to include the design, materials, colors, 

and illumination, to be used to achieve a complementary system of 

signs and graphics; and 

(4) A sign map, depicting the location of each of the various proposed 

sign types. 

5-1203 Administration and Enforcement. 

(A) Sign Permits.  No sign, with the exception of "Government Signs/Official 

Notices", "Historical Markers", "Danger, Aviation, Railroad, Bridge, 

Ferry Transportation, Red Cross, and Other Similar Signs", "No Hunting, 

No Fishing, or No Trespassing Signs",  "Residential Name Signs", 

"Window or Display (Non-Business) Signs", and "De Minimis Signs", 

shall be erected without first obtaining a sign permit from the Zoning 

Administrator.  No such permit shall be issued unless a fee, if required, 

and as set by the Board of Supervisors, is paid and unless the proposed 

sign conforms to the requirements of this ordinance. 

(B) Removal of Signs.  Whenever a sign becomes structurally unsafe or 

endangers the safety of a structure or premise or the public, or is erected 

or maintained in violation of this ordinance, the Zoning Administrator 
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shall order such sign to be made safe or comply with the ordinance, as the 

case may be, or be removed.  Only one such order shall be sent by 

registered mail, return receipt requested, to the owner of the land on which 

the sign is located and the violator who is responsible for the sign.  Within 

five working days of the receipt or refusal of the order, the owner or 

violator must correct the sign based on the Zoning Administrator's order.  

The Zoning Administrator may grant one extension, not to exceed ten (10) 

working days, based on written justification for the need of an extension.  

Failure to comply shall constitute grounds for the Zoning Administrator 

to issue a civil summons pursuant to Section 6-504 and to take other 

appropriate actions to have the sign removed. 

5-1204 Sign Requirements. 

(A) Sign Requirements Matrix Contents.  Signs shall be permitted in 

accordance with the Sign Requirements Matrix set forth in Section 5-

1204(D) which governs the following:  1) total aggregate sign area; 2) 

maximum number of signs; 3) maximum area of any one sign (with special 

provisions for ground mounted signs and ground mounted background 

structures); 4) illumination permitted; 5) minimum setback from road 

right-of-way; 6) maximum height; 7) sign type permitted; and 8) other 

additional requirements. 

(B) Ground Mounted Sign Bonus Multiplier.  The Sign Requirements 

Matrix provides for the use of a bonus multiplier, for certain uses, allowing 

an increase in the maximum area of a ground mounted sign.  This 

provision is not intended to allow an increase in the total aggregate sign 

area permitted by the Matrix. 

(C) Ground Mounted Sign Background Structure Bonus Multiplier.  The 

Sign Requirements Matrix provides for the use of a bonus multiplier, for 

certain uses, allowing an increase in the maximum area of the background 

structure of a ground mounted sign. 

(D) Sign Requirements Matrix.  See table 5-1204(D) below.
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Table 5-1204(D) 

Sign Requirements Matrix 

  
SIGN CATEGORY 
 
(See Note 6) 
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(1) RESIDENTIAL/AGRICULTURE SIGNS 

(a) 
PD-H and PD-AAAR 
Entrance Signs 

 

2 / vehicular 
entrance 

60 SF   2 120 SF 5 FT 
Backlight or 
White Light 

10 FT 
Ground 
Mounted 

5 FT 

One sided only.  Signs 
shall contain no 
advertising. Minimum 
1000 FT between signs 
on same side of road or 
at intersection. 

(b)  

PD-H – Community 
Directional Signs - 
On-site or Off-site 
(within boundaries of 
approved PD-H 
district) 

20 SF  20 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 
Ground 
Mounted 

8 FT 

Minimum 1000 FT 
between signs on same 
side of road or at 
intersection.  Signs shall 
contain no advertising. 

(c)  
Non PD-H Residential 
Communities – 
Entrance Signs 

 
1 / vehicular 
entrance  

 40 SF    2  80 SF 5 FT None 10 FT 
Ground 
Mounted 

5 FT 
One sided only.  Signs 
shall contain no 
advertising. 

(d)   HOA Activity Signs 20 SF 

1 / development of 
2500 or fewer 
dwellings, 
2 / development 
of over 2500 
dwellings 

20 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 
Ground  
Mounted 

8 FT 

Signs shall be 
separated by a 
minimum half-mile 
radius. Signs shall 
contain no advertising. 

(e)  Farm Signs 40 SF 2 / Farm 20 SF       None 

5 FT Freestanding 

 8 FT  

 
 
0 FT 

 
 
As Permitted 
in Section 5-
1202(A)(3) 
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(f)  

Wayside Stands, 
Including Christmas 
Tree Sales, 
Vineyards, Wineries 

 

6, includes up to 
3 on-site signs 
and up to 4 off-
site directional 
signs 

 
12 SF on-
site 
4 SF off-site 

 
  
 

   None 5 FT 

Freestanding 

8 FT 

Displayed when 
agricultural produce and 
livestock are available 
for sale on farm 
involved and shall be 
removed within 48 
hours after sale is 
concluded. Off-site 
signs shall require 
written permission of 
the owner of the land on 
which it is displayed. 

One on-
site sign  
at 20 SF if 
setback > 
40 FT from 
the fronting 
ROW 

 
Building 
Mounted 

(g)  Home Occupation 2 SF 1 / lot 2 SF      None 5 FT 

Freestanding 4 FT Signs may indicate 
more than one 
business. 

Building 
Mounted 

8 FT 

(h)  Childcare Home 2 SF 1 / lot 2 SF      None 5 FT 

Freestanding  4 FT 

   
Building 
Mounted 

 
8 FT 

(i)  
Residential Name 
Signs 

 

1 / vehicular 
access, 2 for 
each dwelling 
lot or property 

2 SF      None None 

Freestanding 4 FT 

Signs shall contain no 
advertising. 

Building 
Mounted 

8 FT 

As Permitted 
in Section 5-
1202(A)(3) 

 

(2) PUBLIC/QUASI-PUBLIC SIGNS 

 (a) 
Public or Quasi-Public 
Facility 

6 SF 1 / use 6 SF 1.5 9 SF 2 18 SF 4 FT None 10 FT Freestanding 4 FT 

Must be located within 
100 FT from use or 
structure it identifies.  
Signs shall contain no 
advertising. 

 (b)  

School,  College, 
Library, and Publicly 
Owned Community 
Center 

20 SF 1 / use 20 SF 1.5 30 SF 2 60 SF 4 FT 
Backlight or 
White Light 

10 FT 

Freestanding 8 FT 
Signs shall contain no 
advertising. Building 

Mounted 
Rooflin
e 

(c) Hospital  

1 / vehicular 
entrance 

50 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

10 FT 

Freestanding 8 FT 

Signs shall contain no 
advertising. 

1 / public 
entrance to 
building 

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

1 building ID 
sign 

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

 (d)  Places of Worship 20 SF 2 10 SF   1.5 15 SF 8 FT Backlight 5 FT 

Freestanding 8 FT 
Signs shall contain no 
advertising.  Building 

 Mounted 
Rooflin
e 
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 (e)  Church Bulletin Board 15 SF  15 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 

Freestanding  
8 FT 

  Building 
Mounted 

(3) COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT ENTRANCE/PROJECT IDENTIFICATION SIGNS IN THE PD, CLI, GB, and MR-HI DISTRICTS 

(a)  

 
Entrance Signs 
 
Project ≤ 10 acres 
      
Project > 10 acres;  
Project ≤ 40 acres  
 
Project > 40 acres 
 

 
1 / vehicular 
entrance 

 
 
50 SF 
 
60 SF 
 
 
75 SF 

     Yes 10 FT Freestanding 10 FT  

(b)  

Project Identification 
Signs 
 
Project < 20 acres 
 
Project ≥ 20 acres 
 
 
 

 
1 / project 
 
2 / project 

25 SF 
 
25 SF 

     Yes 10 FT Freestanding 10 FT  

(4) SIGNS FOR COMMERCIAL, OFFICE, AND INDUSTRIAL USES 

(a) 

Tenant Signs for 
Businesses in CLI, 
GB, PD-CC(NC), PD-
OP, PD-RDP, PD-CV, 
PD-RV, and PD-
AAAR 

2 SF / LF of 
Tenant’s 
Building 
Frontage 

2 / Façade; 
provided that 
each Tenant 
shall have no 
more than 4 
signs total 

60 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Sign types on building 
façades may include 
any combination of 
Building Mounted Signs 
and Awning and 
Canopy Signs.  If 2 
signs are proposed on a 
single façade, 1 such 
sign shall be no more 
than 10 SF.   

(b) 

Tenant Signs for 
Businesses in PD-
CC(CC), PD-CC(SC), 
PD-CC(RC), PD-SA, 
PD-TC,  PD-TREC, 
PD-TRC, and PD-
MUB 

2 SF / LF of 
Tenant’s 
Building 
Frontage 

2 / Façade; 
provided that 
each Tenant 
shall have no 
more than 4 
signs total 

200 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Sign types on building 
façades may include 
any combination of 
Building Mounted Signs 
and Awning and 
Canopy Signs.   
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(c) 
Building ID/Tenant 
Signs - Office 
Buildings 

 

2 / Façade; 
provided that 
each building 
shall have no 
more than 4 
signs total 

1 SF / 100 
SF of 
Building 
Façade /  
Sign 

     Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Signs shall be located 
at the top floor of the 
building.  Name and 
message may differ. 

(d) 
Ground Floor Tenants 
in Office Buildings 

 1 / Tenant 20 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Mount 
Below 
2 P

nd
P 

Floor 
Window
s 

Maximum height of 
letters is 24 Inches. 

(e)  
Directory Sign - Office 
Buildings 

 
1 / Building 
Entrance 

15 SF      Yes  

Freestanding 6 FT 

 Building 
Mounted 

6 FT 

(f) 

Directory Sign in PD-
CC(CC), PD-CC(SC), 
PD-CC(RC), PD-SA, 
PD-TC, PD-TREC, 
PD-TRC, and PD-
MUB 

 2 / Development 25 SF      Yes  Freestanding 7 FT  

(g) 

Flex/Industrial/ 
Warehouse/Data 
center Buildings and 
Signs for Businesses 
in MR-HI, PD-IP, and 
PD-GI 

½ SF / LF of 
Building 
Frontage 

1 / Tenant 100 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted  

Rooflin
e 

 

(h)  

Auto Service Station 
(including 
convenience store, 
car wash & repair) 

100 SF 6 30 SF      Yes 5 FT 

Freestanding 

15 FT 
Pole 
Mount
ed 
8 FT 
Groun
d 
Mount
ed 

Total permitted sign 
area excludes state 
mandated labeling of 
dispensing devices and 
federally mandated 
gasoline price posting. 

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

(i)  Auto Dealer 

20-120 SF (see 

additional 
requirements 
column) 

6 20 SF 1.5 30 SF 1.5 45 SF 8 FT Backlight 10 FT 

Freestanding 15 FT 
Base sign 20 SF 
Used car 20 SF 
Each new car 
dealership = 20 SF 

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

(j)  
Bed & Breakfast Inn 
and Homestay 

4 SF 2 4 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 

Freestanding 6 FT 

 Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 
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(k)  

Country Inn, Guest 
Farm or Ranch, Rural 
Retreat, Rural Resort, 
and Rural Agricultural 
Corporate Retreat 

10 SF 2 10 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

None 

Freestanding 
 

6 FT  
Building 
Mounted in 
Historic 
District Only 

(l)  

Hotel, Motel, and 
Conference Center – 
(freestanding) 
Entrance Signs 

100 SF 
1 / vehicular 
entrance 

50 SF      Yes 10 FT Freestanding 10 FT  

(m) 
Hotel, Motel, and 
Conference Center 

 

2 / Façade; 
provided that 
each building 
shall have no 
more than 4 
signs total 

1 SF / 100 
SF of 
Building 
Façade /  
Sign 

     Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Sign must be located at 
top floor of building.  
Otherwise max. area of 
sign is 20 SF. 

(n)  

Movie Theaters –  
Theater Name 
Entrance Sign 

 2 20 SF 1.5 30 SF 1.5 45 SF 8 FT 

Yes 

10 FT Freestanding 15 FT 

 Theater Name 
Building Sign 

 1 60 SF      

 
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e Movie Title Building 

Sign 
 1 20 SF      

(o)  
Restaurant – 
(freestanding Building 
≤ 4000 SF floor area) 

60 SF 3 20 SF 1.5 30 SF 1.5 45 SF 8 FT Yes 

10 FT Freestanding 15 FT Drive-through menu 
does not count toward 
sign area.   

Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

(p)  

Restaurant - 
(Freestanding 
Building  > 4000 SF 
floor area) 

120 SF 3 

20 SF 
freestanding 

1.5 30 SF 1.5 45 SF 8 FT Yes 10 FT 

Freestanding 15 FT Drive-through menu 
does not count toward 
sign area. 60 SF bldg 

mounted 
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

(q)   
Restaurant/Car Wash 
Drive-Through Menu 

30 SF 2 20 SF 1.5 30 SF    Backlight  

Freestanding 

5 FT 
Shall be screened from 
all roads. Building 

Mounted 

(r)  
Business in A-3, A-
10, AR, JLMA, TR, 
and CR Districts 

10 SF 2 / lot 10 SF      None 5 FT 

Freestanding 

8 FT  
Building 
Mounted 

(s)  
Business in RC 
District 

40 SF 2 20 SF      Yes 5 FT 

Freestanding 

8 FT  Building 
Mounted 
 

(t)   
Business in R 
Districts 

4 SF for lots < 
10 acres; 8 SF 
for lots > 10 
acres 

1 for lots <  
10 acres; 
2 for lots >  
10 acres 

4 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 8 FT  
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Building 
Mounted 

(u) 

Window or Display 
Sign (Business) in 
conjunction with 
Table 5-1204(D)(4) 
(a), (b), (o), and (p) 
sign categories 

 4 / Tenant       None    

The maximum square 
footage of window or 
display signs (business) 
shall not exceed 25% of 
the total square footage 
of window area, or 10 
SF, whichever is less. 

(v) 

Sidewalk Sign in 
conjunction with 
Table 5-1204(D)(4) 
(a), (b), (o), and (p) 
sign categories 

 1 / Tenant 6 SF      None   3 FT 

Signs shall be located 
on the sidewalk in front 
of and reasonably 
proximate to the 
entrance of the 
business to which the 
sign pertains.  A 
minimum 4-foot width of 
unobstructed space for 
passers-by shall be 
maintained on the 
sidewalk in front of the 
business. 
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(5) TEMPORARY SIGNS                                           (For Temporary Real Estate Signs, See Number 6 Below) 

(a)  
Temporary Signs –  
On-siteTier 1 
 

4 SF 
32 SF 

1 
 
8 
 
 

4 SF 
 

     None 5 FT 

Freestanding 

4 FT 

Permit limited to 
oneninety (90) days  (1) 
month from date of 
issuance, for no more 
than 3 consecutive 
months. within a six (6) 
month period. Dates of 
sign display included 
with zoning permit. 
Signs shall be removed 
prior to permit 
expiration.  

Balloons 

Banners 

Pennants 

Inflated 
Devices 

 

(b)  
Temporary Signs –  
Off-SiteTier 2 

< 3 acres: 32 
SF 
 
> 3 acres: 
96 SF 

 
Reasonable 
number as 
determined by 
the Zoning 
Administrator 
 
< 3 acres: 2 
  
> 3 acres: 3 

4 SF 
 
Min: > 4 
SF 
 
Max: 32 
SF  

  
 
 

  None 5 FT 

 
 

4 8 FT 

Permit limited to ninety 
(90) days within a 
twelve (12) month 
period. Individual allows 
signs to be displayed a 
maximum of limited to 
one (1) month from date 
of issuance. for no more 
than 3 consecutive 
months. dates of sign 
display, which do not 
have to be consecutive,  
included with zoning 
permit. 
Signs shall be removed 
prior to permit 
expiration. 

 

Freestanding 
Balloons 

Banners 

Pennants 

Inflated 
Devices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(c)  
Temporary 
Construction Signs 
 

 
20  SF 
Commercial 
< 3 acres: 32 
SF 
> 3 acres: 96 
SF 

< 3 acres: 2 
 
> 3 acres: 3 
 
1 / contractor 
per job site 

20 SF 
 
Min: > 4 
SF 
 
Max: 32 
SF 

     None 10 5 FT 

 
Freestanding
Ground 
Mounted 
 

8 FT 

Residential signs only in 
A-3, A-10, A-25, AR, 
and CR Districts. 
Contractor to remove 
sign upon completion of 
construction. 
Permit limited to ninety 
(90) days within a 
twelve (12) month 
period. Dates of sign 
display, which do not 
have to be consecutive, 
included with zoning 
permit. Signs shall be 
removed prior to permit 
expiration. 

10 SF 
Residential 

1 / contractor 
per job site 

10 SF 
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 (6) REAL ESTATE SIGNS             

(a)  
Real Estate - 
Residential For Sale 
Sign 

6 SF (lots ≤ 10 
acres) 

1 6 SF 

     None 5 FT 
Freestanding 
 

6 FT   12 SF (lots > 
10 acres) 
 
 

2 6 SF 

(b)  
Real Estate - 
Residential 
Subdivision 

 

1 / vehicular 
entrance to 
subdivision from 
state right-of-
way 

20 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 

6 FT 
 
 
 
 

Total Aggregate Sign 
Area of all real estate 
signs within the 
subdivision which front 
on a public road shall 
be no more than four (4) 
square feet per lot 
fronting on the road. 

(c)  
Real Estate - 
Commercial For Sale 
Sign 

 

 
1 (upon any lot 
≤ 10 acres); 
 2 (upon any lot 
> 10 acres) 

20 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 6 FT  

(d) 

 
Real Estate – 
Temporary Open 
House - Off-Site 

 
 
32 SF 

 
 
4 / property  
8 / property 

 
 
4 SF 

      
None 

 
5 FT 

 
Freestanding 

 
4 FT 

 
Conditions apply (see 
note 4). 
Permit limited to ninety 
(90) days within a six 
(6) month period.  Dates 
of sign display, which 
do not have to be 
consecutive, included 
with zoning permit. 
Signs shall be removed 
prior to permit 
expiration. 

(e)  
Non-PD District 
Project Directional 
Signs - Off-Site 

 

10 / total 
combined for all 
builders per 
project 

2 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 4 FT 
Conditions apply (see 
note 5). 

(7) MISCELLANEOUS SIGNS 

(a)  
Government / Official 
Notices 

            Not regulated. 

(b)  Historical Markers             Not regulated. 

(c)  

Danger, Aviation, 
Railroad, Bridge, 
Ferry Transportation, 
Red Cross, and Other 
Similar Signs 

                        Not regulated. 
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(d)  
No Hunting, No 
Fishing, or No 
Trespassing Signs 

  2 SF      None None 

Freestanding 

5 FT 

 

Building 
Mounted 

As Permitted 
in Section 5-
1202(A)(3) 

(e)  Informational Signs  

1 / use 
identifying 
locations such 
as restrooms, 
loading areas, 
etc. 

2 SF      
Backlight or 
White Light 

5 FT 

 
Freestanding 

5 FT 

Signs shall contain no 
advertising, but may 
include the names 
and/or logos associated 
with the business or 
development. 
 

 
Building 
Mounted 

(f)  

PD-SA, PD-TC, PD-
TRC, PD-TREC, PD-
MUB, PD-RV, and 
PD-CV Residential 
Development 
Entrance Signs 

 
2 / vehicular 
entrance 

60 SF   2 120 SF 5 FT 
Backlight or 
White Light 

10 FT 
Ground 
Mounted 

5 FT 
One sided only.  Signs 
shall contain no 
advertising. 

(g) 
Mixed-Use Buildings -  
Entry Signs 

 
1 / Building 
Entrance 

10 SF      Yes  
Building 
Mounted 

Rooflin
e 

Signs shall only identify 
the entryway for 
residential or 
commercial uses 
located above the 1 P

st
P 

Floor.  Signs shall not 
contain specific tenant 
names or user names. 

(h) 

Banner Signs in PD-
CC, PD-SA, PD-TC, 
PD-TREC, PD-TRC, 
and PD-MUB 

 1 / Lamp Post  8 SF      None  Banner  

Ornamental/Seasonal 
banners on lamp posts 
shall not be placed 
greater than 15 feet 
above grade.  Such 
banners shall not 
contain specific tenant 
names, user names, or 
advertising, but may 
include the 
development name 
and/or logo.   

(i)  
Private Recreation 
Parks 

10 SF 2 6 SF           None 5 FT Freestanding 6 FT   

(j)  
Directional Signs, On-
Site 

  4 SF      

 
Backlight or 
White Light 
 

5 FT Freestanding 3 FT 

Signs shall be located 
only where there is a 
change in direction and 
shall contain no 
advertising, but may 
include the names 
and/or logos associated 
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with the business or 
development.  

(k) 
Directional Signs, Off-
Site 

 
 
2 / use and  
2 / lot 

8 SF      None 5 FT Freestanding 
 4 FT 
 

Signs limited to religious 
assembly and civic uses 
located in leased 
facilities in Loudoun 
County without 
permanent signage.  
Signs shall denote only 
the distance to or 
direction of such use 
and a description of 
such use.  Signs shall 
be posted for a period 
not to exceed 24 hours 
before and 24 hours 
after an assembly use. 

(l) 
Window or Display 
Signs (Non-Business) 
 

3 SF  1.5 SF      None     

(m) De Minimis Signs 2 SF  1 SF      Yes    

Examples of De Minimis 
signs may include signs 
stating hours of 
operation, open/closed, 
accepted forms of 
payment, 
business/professional 
affiliations, etc. 
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GENERAL NOTES  1.  Whenever a bonus multiplier is used for ground mounted signs, a landscaped base with a minimum depth of 3 feet on all sides must be maintained (see  
Figure 1). 
 

  2.  All signs must be set back the minimum distance from the road right-of-way, as specified, unless a greater setback is required by the Code of Virginia. 
 
  3.  The maximum height column does not apply when ground mounted bonuses are obtained.  Use the maximum height column for Ground Mounted Background Structure. 

For the purpose of locating building mounted signs, no part of the sign shall extend above or beyond the perimeter of the wall to which it is attached. 
 

4.  The following conditions shall apply for permitted "Real Estate-Temporary Open House - Off Site" signs. 
a.  Signs shall be located only at controlled intersections where there is a change in direction. 
b.  Signs shall be placed on private property only. 
c.  Signs shall be in place only during hours the house is open plus one hour before and two hours after the event. 
d.  Signs may be used for two (2) days on the weekends and three (3) days in the case of a holiday falling on a Monday, as well as one-half (1/2) day during the week. 
e.  The owner for the house or his/her designated agent must be present for the duration of the open house hours. 
f.   Signs shall include a company name with direction arrow. 
g.  Signs shall consist of a metal frame with composition sign of a semi-permanent type. 
h.  Homeowners or their designated agent may not use "Non-PD District Project Directional Signs - Off-Site". 
 

5.  The following conditions shall apply for permitted Non-PD District Project Directional Signs - Off-Site. 
a.  The location of signs must be approved by the County at the time of the sign permit application. 
b.  Signs shall be located only at controlled intersections where there is a change in direction. 
c.  Signs shall be placed on private property only. 
d.  Signs shall not be permitted on any arterial road, nor on any road listed in Section 5-900 of this Ordinance. 
e.  The signs may be installed after sundown Friday night and must be removed by sundown on Sunday.  If Monday is a legal holiday, the signs may remain until sundown 

Monday. 
f.  The signs must be made of a permanent material, signs made of paper or cardboard are hereby specifically prohibited. 
g.  Builders may not use "Non-PD District Project Directional Signs - Off-Site" in combination with "Real Estate-Temporary Open House - Off-Site" signs. 
 

6.  In selecting the most appropriate sign category, the more specific listing shall take precedence. 
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UFigure 1U
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UFigure 5 

 

Sign, Building Façade for Determining Size of 

Building 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Façade is equal to the entire area of an exterior wall of a building within a 

continuous perimeter (depicted with a dashed line).  The Building Façade area for Building 

1 is 3600 SF.   

 

Building 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Façade is equal to the entire area of an exterior wall of a building within a 

continuous perimeter (depicted with a dashed line).  The Building Façade area for Building 

2 is 4500 SF.   

120 FT 

30 FT 

120 FT 

30 FT 

45 FT 

60 FT 

15 FT 
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UFigure 6 

 

Sign, Linear Foot (LF) for Determining Size of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linear Foot (LF) is equal to the length of a wall of a building which physically encloses usable 

interior space.  Said frontage shall be measured at a height not greater than ten feet above grade.  

In this example, the Linear Foot (LF) of Units 1 and 3 is 30 feet, the Linear Foot (LF) of Unit 2 is 

60 feet, and all lengths have been measured at 7.5 feet above grade (depicted with a dashed line).    

120 FT 

7.5 FT 

Unit 1 

Unit 2 

Unit 3 

30 FT 60 FT 30 FT 
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ARTICLE 8  - DEFINITIONS 

 

Sign, Danger, Aviation, Railroad, Bridge, Ferry Transportation, Red Cross, and other such sign:  

Signs as set forth in Section 33.12-1204 (5), (6), (7), (8), (15), and (17) of the Code of Virginia 1950, as 

amended. 

 

Sign, De Minimis:  Any sign with an area no greater than one (1) square foot. 

 

Sign Development Plan:  A graphic representation showing a detailed plan of all signage proposed for 

a particular structure, lot, or development. 

 

Sign, Directional, Off-Site:  Any sign providing directions to a specific use, which sign is not located on-

site of the same parcel or on-site within the same development as the use to which such sign provides 

directions. 

 

Sign, Directional, On-Site:  Any sign providing directions to a specific use, which sign is located on-

site of the same parcel or on-site within the same development as the use to which such sign provides 

directions. 

 

Sign, Directory:  A sign on which the names and locations of occupants or the uses of a building or group 

of buildings is given. 

 

Sign, Electronic Message:  A sign on which the visual display is composed of a series of lights, panels, or 

other mechanisms that may be static, changing, or otherwise give the appearance of change of the display 

through electronic means.  

 

Sign, Farm:  Sign erected or maintained on any farm by the owner or tenant of such farm and relating 

solely to farm or horticultural produce, livestock, silviculture, or services sold, produced, manufactured or 

furnished on such farm. 

 

Sign, Freestanding: Any sign not affixed to a building such as, but not limited to, pole mounted, 

monument, pylon, sidewalk, and ground mounted signs. 

 

Sign, Government/Official Notices:  Sign erected and maintained by or under the direction of the Virginia 

Department of Transportation, other governmental authorities, or court officer in accordance with the law. 

 

Sign, Ground Mounted:  See Figure 1, Section 5-1200. 

 

Sign Height:  The height of a sign shall be computed as the linear measurement from the base of the sign 

at normal grade to the top of the highest attached component of the sign.  If the land is uneven at the base 

of the sign, the elevation at the halfway point (middle) of the sign at the base shall be used.  Normal grade 

shall be construed to be the lower of (1) existing grade prior to construction, or (2) the newly established 

grade after construction, exclusive of any filling, berming, mounding or excavating for the purpose of 

locating the sign. 

 

Sign, Historical Markers:  Any sign or marker erected to identify a site, location, or landscape related 

to a person, structure, or event documented as historically significant at the local, state, or national level. 



Article 8 - Definitions 

Revision Date:  July 20, 2017 

 

Sign, Home Occupation:  Any sign upon property displaying the name and/or address of the occupant(s) 

of the premises and the nature of the home occupation(s). 

 

Sign, Illuminated:  Any sign or any part of a sign, which is illuminated, externally or internally, from an 

artificial light source located for the specific purpose of such illumination. 

 

Sign, Informational:  Signs to identify such locations as restrooms, loading areas, parking areas, no parking 

areas, entrances, exits, and the like. 

 

Sign, Linear Foot (LF) for Determining Size of:  The horizontal length of a wall of a building which 

physically encloses usable interior space.  Said horizontal length shall be measured at a height not greater 

than ten feet above grade.  See Figure 6, Section 5-1200.    

 

Sign, Non-PD District Project Directional:  Signs giving direction to new homes for sale or lease for non-

Planned Development District projects, subject to the boundaries of a rezoning plat approved by the Board 

of Supervisors, which do not contain the names of specific builders. 

 

Sign, Outlined with Neon:  Any sign which uses neon, argon, or similar gas to illuminate transparent or 

translucent tubing or other material to emit light outlining all or a part of such sign. 

 

Sign, PD-H Community Directional:  Signs located within the boundaries of an approved PD-H district, 

providing direction to subdivisions, sections, or civic features within the PD-H district. 

 

Sign, Pole Mounted:  See Figure 2, Section 5-1200. 

 

Sign, Project Identification:  A sign that identifies the name of the development only, including any 

corporate typeface or logo. 

 

Sign, Public/Quasi-public:  Sign identifying or locating a town, community center, public building or 

historical place situated in Loudoun County, Virginia, and also a sign for a use owned or operated by a 

nonprofit, religious, or charitable institution and providing educational, cultural, recreational, religious, or 

similar types of programs. 

 

Sign, Real Estate:  Sign pertaining only to the offering for sale or lease of the land or structures on the land 

upon which the sign is placed. 

 

Sign, Residential Name:  Sign upon property displaying the name and/or address of the owner, lessee, or 

occupant of the premises. 

 

Sign, Sidewalk:  A movable sign not secured or attached to the ground or surface upon which it is 

located.  Such sign may be freestanding, placed on an easel, or constructed in a manner to form an “A” 

shape. 

 

Sign, Temporary:  A sign advertising a candidacy for public office or an event of public interest, such as, 

but not limited to, a public or general election, church or public meeting, fair, horse show, turkey shoot, 

entertainment for charitable purposes, horticulture/agriculture/silviculture activities, and other similar social 

activities of temporary duration or non-recurring nature, excluding commercial retail and real estate, unless 
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otherwise permitted in this Ordinance. that is associated with a special event that is approved in 

accordance with Section 5-500(C) of this Ordinance, or other event that lasts no longer than 48 hours 

and falls outside of the primary permitted use of the property upon which such event is located. 

 

Sign, Temporary Construction:  Sign erected and maintained on the site during the period of 

construction to announce only the nature of the structure and/or the name or names of the owner, 

contractor, architect, landscape architect, engineer, and/or financing entity. 
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Comparison of Current and TLUC Proposed Temporary Sign Regulations 

July 20, 2017

Sign Type 

Temporary Signs– 

On-Site 

Temporary Signs – 

Off-Site 

Temporary 

Construction 

Signs 

Real Estate-

Temporary Open 

House–Off-Site 

TOTAL 

AGGREGATE 

SIGN AREA 

Current 4 SF 20 SF Commercial; 

10 SF Residential 

Proposed 

(Consolidated) 

MAXIMUM 

AREA 

ANY ONE 

SIGN 

Current 4 SF 4 SF 20 SF Commercial; 

10 SF Residential. 

4 SF 

Proposed 

(Consolidated) 

32 SF 32 SF 32 SF 32 SF 

MAXIMUM 

NUMBER 

OF SIGNS 

Current 1 Reasonable number as 

determined by Zoning 

Admin. 

1/contractor per job 

site 

4 / property 

Proposed 

(Consolidated) 

unlimited unlimited unlimited unlimited 

SIGN TYPE 

PERMITTED 

Current Freestanding, Balloon, 

Banners, Pennants, 

Inflated Devices 

Freestanding, Balloon, 

Banners, Pennants, 

Inflated Devices 

Ground Mounted Freestanding 

Proposed 

(Consolidated) 

Freestanding Freestanding Freestanding Freestanding 

MAXIMUM 

HEIGHT 

Current 4 FT 4 FT 8 FT 4 FT 

Proposed 

(Consolidated) 

8 FT 8 FT 8 FT 8 FT 

ADDITIONAL 

REQUIREMEN

TS 

(PERMIT 

DURATION & 

TIMING OF 

REMOVAL 

Current Permit limited to 1 

month from date of 

issuance, for no more 

than 3 consecutive 

months 

Permit limited to 1 

month from date of 

issuance, for no more 

than 3 consecutive 

months 

Residential signs 

only in A-3, A-10, 

A-25, AR, and CR

Districts.

Contractor to

remove sign upon

completion of

construction

Signs may be used for 

two (2) days on the 

weekends and three (3) 

days in the case of a 

holiday falling on a 

Monday, as well as 

one-half (1/2) day 

during the week. 

Proposed 

(Consolidated) 
 Permit limited to 120

days within a 12

month period (do not

have to be

consecutive).

Individual days

specified with zoning

permit.

 Signs shall be removed

prior to permit

expiration.

 Signs must be properly

secured.

 One permit for

multiple signs per

type.

 Signs must not impede

visibility per Section

5-300.

 Permit limited to

120 days within a 12

month period (do

not have to be

consecutive).

Individual days

specified with

zoning permit.

 Signs shall be

removed prior to

permit expiration.

 Signs must be

properly secured.

 One permit for

multiple signs per

type.

 Signs must not

impede visibility per

Section 5-300.

 Permit limited to

120 days within a

12 month period

(do not have to

be consecutive).

Individual days

specified with

zoning permit.

 Signs shall be

removed prior to

permit

expiration.

 Signs must be

properly secured.

 One permit for

multiple signs

per type.

 Signs must not

impede visibility

per Section 5-

300.

 Permit limited to

120 days within a 12

month period (do

not have to be

consecutive).

Individual days

specified with

zoning permit.

 Signs shall be

removed prior to

permit expiration.

 Signs must be

properly secured.

 One permit for

multiple signs per

type.

 Signs must not

impede visibility per

Section 5-300.
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